


WHAT OUR 
STUDENTS SAY 

"I am enjoying t he Bible correspondence course 
you are sending to me. Every time I finish a lesson I 
feel so alert and positive with the truth of Christ 
and of the Kingdom. I am finally getting straight 
answers to questions I've had, and answers to ques
tions I've never thought of asking." 

- C.G., Tyngsboro, Massachusetts 

"I am thrilled with the lessons! I have been a 
member of the Worldwide Church of God since 
1970 and I am still learning the deep, spiritual 
intent of God's laws. Mr. Armstrong says we must 
grow; this is one way to do it. Anyone who does not 
take advantage of the correspondence course is 
missing a great deal." 

- D.L., Fresno, California 

"Yesterday, I received Lesson 15. It really is 
amazing. I always wondered what our features will 
look like in the resurrection of the just. My ques
tion was answered in this lesson." 

- A.S., Jamaica, New York 

"I just wanted to express my appreciation for all 
the lessons I have been receiving. Lesson 12 was 
absolutely fantastic. It brought to mind all the 
things I have been learning. It also put together 
what the Christian life is all about. I'm glad that 
the lessons will continue. One can never stop learn
ing about the Bible." 

-J.T., Lake Hiawatha, New Jersey 

"I have just completed correspondence course 
Lesson 11, and feeling it is of eternal necessity that 
I follow what Christ has told me to do through His 
Word so clearly explained in all the lessons, I want 
to seek counsel and water baptism. Please rush me 
the name and telephone number of God's true min
ister in my area." 

- G.R., APO San Francisco, California 

How your enrollment 
has been paid 
Your enrollment is provided free of charge by the Worldwide Church of 
God. It is made possible by the voluntary, freely given tithes and 
offerings of the membership of the Church and others who have 
elected to support the work 01 the Church. Those who wish to volun
tarily aid and support this worldwide work 01 God are gladly welcomed 
as co-workers in this major effort to preach and publish the Gospel to 
all nations. 
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Our 
Cover. 

Out of a crowd of 100,000 
people, such as these football 
fans at the Rose Bowl in Pasa

dena, California, only a tiny fraction are now called by God to 
understand the way to salvation. Are the rest "lost"? Surprising
ly, most who have ever lived are neither lost nor saved! They will 
receive their opportunity for salvation later- when Christ is rul
ing the earth and Satan is restrained. After being resurrected to 
mortal life, they will be given understanding of God's true way to 
salvation. This lesson gives the details from the Bible. 

By Studio of J Allen Hawkins 
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IS THIS THE ONLY 
DAY OF SALVATION? 

Modern Christianity teaches that there are only two classes of 
people-the LOST and the SA VED. But what about those who 
die never having heard the name of Christ? Would God be fair to 

condemn them? 

I T IS commonly believed that God is desperately 
trying to save the world now. That He is strug
gling with Satan to save all mankind now, while 

the devil is feverishly trying to keep as many as he 
can "lost" forever. 

If this is true, who do you think is winning? 
If God and Satan are in a titanic battle for 

human lives, and if God is as all-powerful as the 
Bible reveals, then why is five-sixths of the world 
non-Christian today? And why have thousands of 
millions already died without ever having had a 
chance to be saved? 

False Assumptions! 

Many sermons have been preached based on the 
premise that "there is no middle ground. Either 
you are this minute saved, or you're a lost sou!!" 

Many people have grieved over dead loved ones 
who had never made a profession of Christ. Per
haps over one who was a terrible sinner; perhaps 
over one who lived a "good" life, but never became 
an active church member. Still others grieve 
because they are not sure whether some loved one 
died "saved." 

AWAITING RESURRECTION -Millions throughout history died without becoming true Christ ians. Other 
millions died knowing nothing of salvation . Modern religion teaches they are all lost, but the Bible does not! 
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Satan's Deceptions 
Began Millennia Ago 
For nearly 6,000 years, God has allowed Satan to 
deceive the world through false beliefs and practices, 
such as the worship of idols made of wood and stone, 
and honoring "departed souls" of the dead. 

The teaching that a person is either saved or lost 
comes from the assumption that God is out to save 
the world now- that the mission of the Church is 
to save mankind now- that this is the "only day of 
salvation," and that this time is just about over. 

These assumptions are all absolutely false! 

Why Most Have Not Understood 

The vast majority of people have never heard the 
true Gospel- the good news of the coming King
dom of God. And of those who have heard it, most 
have not understood that message because Satan 
has deceived them (Rev. 12:9). Therefore, they 
never had a chance to understand and be saved! 

Are they all, through no fault of their own, "lost" 
forever? 

Shocking as it may sound, God does not intend 
for everyone to understand His truth at this time! 
If He did, they would understand! 

Many think that Jesus spoke in parables to make 
His meaning clearer. This was not the reason. He 
spoke in parables to hide His real meaning so most 
of His hearers would not understand. After Jesus 
had spoken the parable of the sower, He plainly 
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told His disciples whom He had called, "It is not 
given" to the rest (those who had not then been 
called) to understand the truth about the Kingdom 
of God. They were not permitted to understand! 
(Mark 4:10-12; Matt. 13:10-13.) 

God has allowed the vast majority of humanity 
to be blind to His truth. He has allowed Satan to 
deceive the whole world. It is God's purpose and 
plan that, until Christ returns , only those whom He 
specially calls (John 6:44, 65) can understand the 
true way of salvation. 

As we learned in the previous lesson, the future 
members of God's Family will be the kings, priests, 
teachers and administrators in His soon-coming 
world-ruling government. Only a comparatively 
few are now being called to fill these positions. 
They are receiving the training necessary to pre
pare them to teach all mankind when God's King
dom is set up, with world-ruling headquarters in 
Jerusalem. 

Everyone to Be Called 

God reveals in His inspired Word- the Holy 
Bible-that those He has not yet called have not 
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lost their opportunity for salvation. God is not in 
the process of saving everyone now. 

After Christ returns and establishes the King
dom of God on earth, He will then begin to teach 
the way of salvation to millions. They will have 
their calling and opportunity to understand God's 
truth and be born into His Family during the Mil
lennium. 

But what about the multiple thousands of mil
lions who have already died without ever hearing or 
understanding the way of salvation? After the Mil
lennium, they will be resurrected to mortal life and 
given their opportunity to understand God's truth, 
to be begotten by God's Spirit, to grow in His 

character, and to become Spirit-born members of 
His ruling Family. 

God is no respecter of persons (Acts 10:34). 
Everyone will ultimately be called and given an 
opportunity to receive salvation! God is absolutely 
fair! 

The truth about this important subject is plainly 
revealed in the pages of your Bible. So be sure to 
look up and read each verse given in answer to the 
questions. Don't just read this lesson-prove the 
truth from the Bible. "Prove all things; hold fast 
that which is good" (I Thess. 5:21). 

Let's begin this eye-opening and encouraging 
study of God's Word. 

LESSON 21 

Why This World Is Blinded 

God, the Ruler of the entire universe, assigned 
the archangel known as Lucifer to administer 
God's government on this earth. But Lucifer 
rebelled against the government of God, and so 
God changed his name to Satan, which means 
adversary, competitor, enemy. 

But God has not yet taken away Satan's throne 
of authority. According to God's plan, He has 
allowed Satan to continue ruling the earth until his 
successor, Jesus Christ, is officially installed by 
God in that office of authority. 

In previous studies we learned that Satan subtly 
deceived Eve in the Garden of Eden. Satan did not 
tell Eve: "Choose my government and my way of 
vanity and self-centeredness, and reject God." He 
tempted her with the beauty of the forbidden tree, 
appealed to her intellectual vanity, implied that 
God wasn't fair to withhold certain knowledge, and 
told her she wouldn't die (Gen. 3:1-6), assuring her 
she was already an immortal soul dwelling in a 
material body. 

Eve was thoroughly deceived into believing 
Satan and disbelieving God. She ate the forbidden 
fruit and gave some of it to her husband to eat also. 
Thus Adam willingly, but not willfully, disobeyed 
God. When Adam took the forbidden fruit, he took 
to himself the authority to determine the spiritual 
knowledge of good and evil. He appropriated the 
prerogative of deciding what is good and evil
what is right and wrong-what is righteousness 
and what is sin. But Adam did not have this ability 
of himself. 

Thus the first human disbelieved and disobeyed 
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God, choosing to go his own way and do his own 
thing. When Adam chose to reject God's authority, 
he rejected revealed spiritual knowledge from God. 
He chose instead to follow Satan's self-oriented 
way of life-his way of "get" as opposed to God's 
way of "give." Consequently, all mankind, except 
for a few God has specially chosen to call out of 
Satan's world, has been deceived by Satan for 
almost 6,000 years. 

Stated another way, our first parents were "kid
napped" by Satan, and followed the way of life of 
the kidnapper rather than their potential spiritual 
Father, whom they disbelieved and disobeyed. 

By following Satan's way and rejecting God, 
Adam in effect chose Satan as the "god" of man
kind. And the Bible shows that God has allowed 
Satan to influence and deceive mankind ever since 
Adam ate the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil. 

Let's review a few of the scriptures proving these 
facts. 

1. Is Satan the god of this world? II Cor. 4:4. Has 
he blinded people to God's truth? Same verse. Is 
Satan also the prince of the power of the air? Eph. 
2:2. Does he influence, or "work in," the disobe
dient? Same verse. Has he indeed deceived the 
world? Rev. 12:9. 

COMMENT: Satan, the "prince of the power of the 
air," influences mankind by "broadcasting" his 
moods and attitudes of vanity and selfishness to 
the human spirit in each individual. Humans 
unwittingly accept and express these attitudes as 
their own. "Human nature" is actually Satan's 
nature expressed in humans. Because they have 
been deceived, they are unaware of this spiritual 
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broadcasting by Satan, and do not even know that 
they have been deceived. 

2. Do true Christians belong to Christ and God? 
Mark 9:41; I Cor. 3:23; 6:20. Is that because God, 
through Christ, had to "buy" them back? Matt. 
20:28; Col. 1:14; I Tim. 2:6; I Pet. 1:18-19. 

COMMENT: "Redeem" (from which the word "re
demption" comes) means to recover ownership of 
something that had been lost. If we are Christians, 
Christ has redeemed us-"bought us back," so to 
speak. His sacrifice allows us, with God's help, to cease 
being the kidnapped children of Satan, and become 
the Spirit-begotten children of God! The fact that 
Christ had to pay a ransom (His life) to buy back those 
who are now His proves that we all have belonged to 
Satan! (See John 8:44; I John 3:8; Rom. 6:16.) 

3. What did God warn Adam that the penalty of 
sin would be? Gen. 2: 17. 

COMMENT: Adam and Eve sinned when they ate 
the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil. God had foreseen that possibility. But He 
could not suspend the penalty He had plainly said 
would follow disobedience. 

So how would God rescue His potential spiritual 
children from the kidnapper-Satan the devil? By 
decreeing at the very "foundation of the world" (Rev. 
13:8)-this present civilization based on Satan's way, 
which began when Adam sinned-that He would send 
His future Son, Jesus Christ, to live without sin and 
pay the penalty of man's sins. 

It was also determined by God at that time that 
all of Adam's children should die: "It is appointed 
unto men once to die, but after this the judgment" 
(Heb. 9:27). But how could a man be judged after 
he has died? We'll learn the answer as we continue 
studying the Bible with this lesson! 

4. Did Satan offer to give Christ rulers hip of all 
the kingdoms of the world if He would worship 
him? Matt. 4:8-9. Did Christ acknowledge that 
Satan is the ruler of this world? John 14:30. 

COMMENT: This and the other verses we have 
read clearly show that Satan is the ruler of this 
present evil world. But he retains that power only 
by God's express permission. God has assigned 
Satan 6,000 years in which to rule over mankind. 
When that time expires, Christ will forcibly inter
vene in world affairs and reestablish the govern
ment of God on earth. He will then rule the world 
for the next 1,000 years. Thus God's plan spans a 
period of one prophetic "week," since a day is as a 
thousand years with God, and a thousand years as 
a day (II Pet. 3:8). 

God has said to Satan, in effect: "Six 'days' shalt 
thou labour, and do all thy work: but the seventh 'day' 
is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not 
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do any work" (Ex. 20:9-10). The first six days of this 
prophetic week God has turned over to Satan, and 
given him free reign to influence and deceive. 

Satan's work is a labor of deception-of deceiv
ing mankind-of turning God's truth upside 
down-causing honest, sincere people to accept a 
counterfeit for the genuine-deceiving people to 
sin. And how successfully he has worked at his 
occupation for nearly 6,000 years! 

We are now nearing the end of Satan's six millen
nial days of work. And the coming seventh millennial 
day shall be the Sabbath ofthe Lord God. That "day" 
will not belong to Satan. It belongs to God. In it, Satan 
shall not do any work. He will be chained, restrained, 
and thrown into the symbolic "bottomless pit" (Rev. 
20:1-3). He will not be allowed to deceive anyone dur
ing the Millennium. 

When Christ returns to earth, He will seize rul
ership from the archdeceiver who has deceived and 
swayed humanity. Christ will then restrain the 
builder and ruler of this world's civilization and 
bind him for 1,000 years! 

Jesus Hid the Truth About Salvation! 

When Jesus Christ came to earth nearly 2,000 
years ago, it was not to set up His Kingdom (John 
18:36). Christ did not, at that time, come to 
restrain Satan from deceiving the world. 

Contrary to what many have been taught, nei
ther did Christ come to earth the first time to call 
everyone to salvation. Rather, He came to deliver 
His Father's message-the Gospel of the Kingdom 
of God. That message included salvation through 
Christ. But Jesus did not try to get everyone to 
believe this wonderful message! 

Notice the New Testament proof that Christ did 
not try to convert everyone. 

1. Did Jesus speak to the multitudes in parables 
to make His meaning clearer, or to hide it so the 
public would not understand? Matt. 13:10-15; 
Mark 4:11-12. Did He speak to the general public 
only in parables? Matt. 13:34. Was this because it 
was not the time for most to be forgiven their sins 
and converted? Mark 4:12. 

2. Did Christ explain the meaning of His par
ables only to His disciples? Mark 4:1-2, 10-11; 
Matt. 13:10-11, 16. 

COMMENT: Christ preached the Father's Gospel 
to the public as a witness. But He worked with only 
a few specially called and chosen disciples, or stu
dents. They were the ones whom He really wanted 
to understand the truth about salvation and His 
coming government on earth. 

3. Did Jesus often try to avoid crowds of people? 
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"A Sower Went 
Forth to Sow ... " . 
After Jesus spoke the parable of the 
sower, He told His disciples that He 
spoke in parables so most people 
would not understand the truth 
about salvation. They, may hear it , 
but do not understand it (Matt . 
13: 19). The ir time to under-
stand is coming later! 
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Matt. 5:1; 8:18; 13:36; Mark 3:13; John 5:13; 7:10. 
Did He often tell those whom He had healed not to 
tell anyone who healed them? Matt. 8:4; 9:30; 
12:16; Mark 5:35, 41-43; 7:35-36. Did He want 
everyone to know who He really was? Matt. 16:20; 
Mark 3:12. 

COMMENT: For most of His ministry, Jesus avoid
ed publicity. It was not God's will for everyone to 
understand who Jesus was. Spiritual understand
ing will not be granted to the world until Christ 
removes Satan from earth's throne! 

4. After three and one-half years of Christ's 
preaching, and after His death, resurrection, and 
ascension into heaven, how many disciples 
remained with Him? Acts 1:2-4, 15. 

COMMENT: The New Testament Church of God 
was started with only about 120 disciples. Only 
after they had been trained could they teach and 
train others. Christ at first needed only a few 
teachers to teach others to become teachers, so He 
called only a few at that time. 

Remember, one can come to Christ only if God 
the Father specially selects and calls him (John 
6:44,65). But some will ask: "What about one who 
really wants salvation-wants to believe in 
Christ-is willing to truly repent and come out of 
this world and be led by God's Spirit in a true 
commandment-keeping Christian life? Do you 
mean this individual cannot come to Christ unless 
God calls him?" 

Answer: Such a person is being drawn by God, 
otherwise he or she would have no such desire. 
However, most who think they are in that category 
have followed a false gospel, a false teaching and 
are deceived. They have a false idea of what salva
tion is, a false concept of repentance and a false 
idea of what God's way is. 

5. Did God, in the Bible, tell us in advance that 
He would call only a few into His Church, and that 
His Church would continue to be small, and even 
persecuted? Luke 12:32; Matt. 10:16-17; 7:13-14; 
John 16:33; II Tim. 3:12. 

COMMENT: From Christ's human ministry until 
His soon return to earth, God has called only a 
small minority of people. God's Church through 
the centuries has continued to be small-an "em
bryo" of God's new civilization yet to come. That 
Church, as we learned in the last lesson, is in train
ing to rule and teach the world with and under 
Christ in the World Tomorrow. 

What Predestination Really Is 

Does God know ahead of time whether an indi
vidual will be saved or lost? Has God foreordained 
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that some would be saved, while others are des
tined to be lost? 

Does one have any choice at all regarding his or 
her own salvation? 

"If God knows beforehand how I am going to 
decide," reasoned a man who was worried about 
the subject of predestination, "then it is all prede
termined. If He knows in advance that I am to be 
lost, then that's the way I'll have to decide in the 
end. And since I'll lose out anyway, why try? 

"On the other hand, if God knows I'm going to 
repent, accept Christ and be saved, I'll have to do it 
in the end anyway, whether I try or not. My ulti
mate fate was already predetermined-destined, or 
determined, in advance. And if that is so, then we 
simply are not free moral agents-we have nothing 
to say about it." 

The subject of predestination has often puzzled 
and worried many people simply because they have 
accepted, without question, the teachings of their 
religion. Let's understand exactly what the Word 
of God teaches about "predestination." 

1. Does the Bible say that some are "predesti
nated" ("predestined" is the modern term) to be 
called now? Rom. 8:28-30; Eph. 1:11-12. Are others 
predestined, appointed or foreordained, to be 
blinded in this age? I Pet. 2:8. 

COMMENT: Predestination has nothing to do with 
any particular decision you will make, or your 
fate-it has only to do with the time of your call
ing-whether God calls you now or later. There is 
not one word in the entire Bible about anyone 
being predestined to be lost. God has not predes
tined or foreordained anyone either to accept or 
reject Christ-to be saved or lost. 

The decision we make regarding our salvation is 
not predetermined. God has ordained that we 
make our own decisions. God's purpose is that we 
develop His character, and character cannot be 
created by fiat. It must be developed through expe
rience. And experience requires time. Although 
God tells us which decision we ought to make 
(Deut. 30:19), the final decision to choose life or 
death for eternity is still ours! 

The only decision that is predetermined is God's. 
God has predestined some to be called at certain 
times for a specific purpose. The rest will be called 
by God to understand the way of salvation later. 
Predestination simply has to do with when one is 
called. 

Jesus Christ established His Church to train the 
future kings and priests of God's Kingdom-to have a 
part in teaching the way of salvation to the masses 
during the Millennium. God knew far in advance that 
leaders, teachers, and governmental administrators 
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would be needed for His Kingdom, so He planned 
ahead- pre destined- that He would call some to this 
training, especially in this age. 

2. When did God decide to call certain ones at 
certain times? II Tim. 1:9; Eph. 1:4-5. 

COMMENT: If you are one now called, God "fore
knew" you before the foundation of the world, this 
present world order. And "whom he did foreknow, 
he also did predestinate"- to be lost? No, "to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might 
be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover 
whom he did predestinate, them he also called ... " 
(Rom. 8:29-30). Not will call in the future- but 
called now in this age. 

If you are called- if God has revealed this won
derful truth to your understanding and you are 
begotten by His Spirit- you are having your 
opportunity now- your one and only opportunity 
to prepare yourself to be used by Christ in the 
loving labor of helping to save the vast majority of 
mankind in the World Tomorrow! 

Most Neither Finally Lost Nor Saved 

1. Have all sinned and therefore earned the pen
alty for sin- eternal death? Rom 3:23; 6:23. But 
did Christ, the Creator of all mankind, give His 
sinless life to pay that penalty in our stead? Rom. 
5:8-10. Can salvation come only through Christ? 
Acts 4:12; I Tim. 2:5. 

NOT YET CALLED-Most 
people go about their daily 
business without knowing or 
understanding God's true 
way-without having had a 
chance for salvation . The 
Bible shows they are not con
demned to be lost . Their 
"day" of salvation is yet to 
come. 
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COMMENT: No one can come to God except 
through Jesus Christ. No one can have the death 
penalty he has incurred paid in any other way. But 
neither can anyone receive the benefit of Christ's 
payment unless he has an opportunity to accept it. 
No one can build God's character without His Spir
it, and that Spirit is given only after repentance, 
belief and baptism. And God will not give immor
tality to anyone who has not already proven he or 
she will live God's way. 

Millions have lived and died without any oppor
tunity to fulfill any of these essentials. They cannot 
be given eternal life- they cannot yet be trusted 
with the awesome powers of the God Family. They 
are not "saved," yet neither are they finally con
demned. They will have their opportunity later. 

But if they haven't finally lost salvation, then 
who has? Actually, only a very small minority. The 
Bible describes two ways a person can lose salva
tion. 

2. Will those whom God has already called to 
receive the knowledge of salvation be given a "sec
ond chance"-if they sin willfully? Heb. 10:26-29; 
6:4-6. To receive this punishment, was it first nec
essary for them to have known God's truth? Heb. 
10:26. 

COMMENT: It is only those to whom God has 
revealed the knowledge of His truth who have been 
given a chance to understand spiritual salvation 
and receive eternal life. If they sin willfully after 
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receiving that knowledge, they will not have a sec
ond chance for salvation! 

There is a big difference between sinning willing
ly and willfully. Adam sinned willingly, but that 
does not mean he is condemned to perish in the 
lake of fire because of it. There are only a few who 
have sinned willfully, and they are condemned to 
the lake of fire! 

God will forgive any sin that is repented of
even if, through weakness, temptation or habit, 
the sin is repeated. As long as a person's inten
tion, attitude and desire is to obey God, he will 
repent, and God will forgive him (I John 1:9). 
Jesus said we ought to forgive seventy times sev
en times (Matt. 18:21-22). God is even more will
ing to forgive than that! 

So what is a willful or an unforgiveable sin? 
If a person has been given spiritual understand

ing of God's way and has experienced the blessings 
of that way, but decides he no longer wants it, 
changes his attitude, deliberately chooses a life of 
rebellion, despising God's Law, then this sin is 
unforgiveable because he will not repent of it! God 
will not give eternal life to anyone who insists on 
living Satan's way. 

"It is impossible for those who have once been 
enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, 
who have shared in the Holy Spirit, who have 
tasted the goodness of the word of God and the 
powers of the coming age, if they fall away, to be 
brought back to repentance" (Heb. 6:4-6, NIV). 

Such people have been specially called by God 
and given His Spirit, yet at some point in time they 
purposely, knowingly, rejected it! Perhaps through 
bitterness, refusal to forgive others, or neglect of 
prayer and Bible study, they stopped allowing God 
to build His character in them. Like the servant 
who did nothing with his pound or talent, they 
failed in God's purpose for them. They have 
become so calloused to their sins that they, no 
matter what God could do to try to correct them, 
will never want to repent. 

3. Did Jesus speak of another sin that will not be 
forgiven by God? Mark 3:28-29; Matt. 12:31-32. 
What grave accusation did the scribes and Phari
sees hurl at Jesus? Mark 3:22; Matt. 12:22-24. 

COMMENT: To intentionally speak abusively (the 
meaning of the Greek word translated "blasphe
my") against the Holy Spirit and attribute works of 
God's Spirit to the devil is to deliberately reject the 
only power by which one can be converted and 
given salvation. It is a deliberate, premeditated, 
willful rejection of God and His power! 

4. Now what does II Corinthians 6:2 have to say 
about a "day" of salvation? How does Isaiah 49:8, 
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from which II Corinthians 6:2 is quoted, correctly 
state it? 

COMMENT: The proper translation of the Greek of 
II Corinthians 6:2 (and the Hebrew of Isaiah 49:8) 
is "now is a day of salvation." If it were true that 
this is the only time when one may be saved, God 
would not be fair, for He is now calling only afew! 

This age is indeed "the" day of salvation for the 
few God is now calling. But all others will have 
their "day" of salvation later! 

God is indeed calling some people in this age, but 
the vast majority are blinded. God has purposely 
allowed them to be deceived by Satan. Therefore, 
most people simply have not had a chance to 
understand the truth about salvation. They have 
not yet had an opportunity to be saved! 

"Firstfruits" Called to Salvation Now 

1. When Jesus came to earth about 4,000 years 
after Adam had cut mankind off from God, did He 
say that the Gospel of the Kingdom of God would 
be preached to all nations during this age for the 
purpose of converting them? Matt. 24:14. 

COMMENT: The Gospel Jesus proclaimed is to be 
preached in all the world only for a witness to all 
nations before the end of the present age-not to 
convert them! 

Most who hear the true Gospel do not really 
understand it or the way to salvation. God's truth 
is spiritual knowledge, and spiritual knowledge 
cannot be transmitted naturally to a mortal human 
mind (I Cor. 2:11-14). Spiritual truth is revealed by 
God! None can receive it, though their ears hear 
the words, or their eyes see them (Matt. 13:14), 
except as God opens their understanding and 
reveals the truth to them by His Holy Spirit. 

2. Even though most of mankind has not yet 
been called to understand God's plan of salvation, 
some DO understand and come to Christ. Are these 
people specially called by God the Father? John 
6:44, 65. How are they referred to by the Apostle 
James? Jas. 1:18. 

COMMENT: Those now called are merely the 
"firstfruits" of God's plan of salvation. God has 
called only a few in this age-not for special favors, 
but for special responsibilities. They have been 
called to grow in God's character so they, when 
born into His Family, can rule righteously in the 
World Tomorrow. Then they will help bring salva
tion to every mortal during the Millennium. 

3. When was the Holy Spirit first given to those 
called to be firstfruits? Acts 2:1-4. To whom was 
the Holy Spirit promised? Verse 39. 

COMMENT: The promise was made only to those 
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OVERCOMING RESISTANCE-Just as muscles grow stronger from overcoming the resistance of weights, 
those called of God today develop greater spiritual character by overcoming the evil influences of Satan. 

God had predestined to call. It was God, not the 
apostles, who added new converts to the Church 
(Acts 2:47). 

The Holy Spirit which every human needs, 
unites with the human spirit that is in us. It is the 
impregnation of God-life, which makes us the 
begotten but not yet born children of God's Fami
ly- heirs, but not yet inheritors. 

It is the spirit of understanding, imparting to the 
physical brain spiritual comprehension- the abili
ty to really understand spiritual knowledge. It is 
the divine love of God placed within us. It is the 
faith of Christ- the same faith Jesus had-now 
given to us. It is also the spiritual power we need to 
help us turn from, resist and overcome Satan's 
"get" way and turn to God's "give" way. 

It is the power by which the few firstfruits now 
called may develop God's holy, righteous and per
fect character, which is God's purpose for having 
put humanity on the earth-that God may thus 
reproduce Himself. 

When Adam chose to disobey God, he was cast 
out of the Garden of Eden and denied further 
access to the Holy Spirit and eternal life. He was 
spiritually kidnapped by Satan! Although the 
world would then be ruled by Satan for 6,000 years, 
God knew that this was the best way for humans to 
learn their lesson. 

Those who are called prior to Christ's return 
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must, with the power of God's Spirit, overcome 
Satan while he is still ruling. That is not easy, but it 
helps them to qualify for greater positions of 
responsibility in the World Tomorrow. Greater 
character is built when one has obstacles, such as 
the devil's influence, to overcome. 

Living in a world filled with sin also helps us 
learn to thoroughly hate sin (Ps. 97:10; 119:104). 
The results of selfishness and competition are 
painfully obvious to those God calls out of Satan's 
world. 

After Christ returns and restrains Satan, a uto
pia will finally result that will reflect the benefits of 
God's way. The comparison with Satan's 6,000 
years of rule will be spectacular! 

All in the Millennium 
Will Be Called 

The 6,000-year sentence on Adam's world
being cut off from God-is due to end in our gen
eration. This world, still Satan's world except for 
God's Church, is fast plunging into a period of 
great tribulation just before Christ's return. 

Suddenly, when most needed, but least expected 
by a world cut off from God, Jesus Christ will come 
in supreme supernatural power and glory as King 
of kings. He will then marry His bride- the first
fruits of His Church, who have made themselves 
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THE WORLD 
IS BEING WARNED! 

.. 

In preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom of God to all 
nations, God's apostle is also warning them about 
the destruction and captivity to come. Most do not 
understand that message because they are not now 
being called by God. 

ready- and together they will rule the world from 
Jerusalem during the Millennium. 

Then, after this world has been freed from 
Satan's rule, freed from his deceptions and spiri
tual influences-when this is God's world- Christ 
will begin to convert everyone and bring them into 
His eternal Family! 

Millions of modern-day descendants of the so
called "Lost Ten Tribes" of Israel will have been res
cued from slave labor camps. In an exodus far greater 
than the original deliverance of ancient Israel from 
Egypt (Jer. 16:14-15; 23:3, 7 -8), they will be supernat
urally delivered from their captors. 

Many will then remember the warnings given 
them by God's modern-day apostle before the 
Great Tribulation began. Others will have been 
warned during the Tribulation by two witnesses 
(Rev. 11:3-12). They will be willing to admit that 
their old way of life, based on the ways of the old 
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civilization founded by Satan, was wrong. And they 
will gladly accept God's way. 

By the millions, humans will be spiritually 
begotten, will grow in God's character, and be born 
into the Family of God all during the thousand 
years. 

1. When Isaiah the prophet was told by God that 
the vast majority of Israel was blinded (lsa. 6:10), 
what did he ask? Verse 11. How long did God say 
this spiritual blindness would last? Verses 11-12. 

2. Will all Israel eventually be saved after the 
Deliverer~Christ at His Second Coming~comes out 
of Zion to call them to salvation? Rom. 11:26-27. 

3. Will the nations of this earth, who have never 
heard about the true God and His way of life that 
leads to salvation, learn God's ways and walk in His 
paths? Micah 4:2; Isa. 66:18-23; 11:10. 

COMMENT: The Gentiles will also come to be 
taught by Christ, the returned Deliverer and "root 
of Jesse," at the time when He sets His hand to 
remove the spiritual blindness from the house of 
Israel. 

4. When Christ is King over all the earth during 
the Millennium, will the Holy Spirit (represented 
by "living waters") go out from Jerusalem? Zech. 
14:8-9. Will God pour out His Spirit on all people? 
Joel 2:28-29. 

COMMENT: The Holy Spirit will be made avail
able to all and will open their minds to understand 
God's way of salvation. First, the modern-day 
descendants of the ancient twelve tribes of Israel 
will learn to obey, and then, following their exam
ple, also all of the other nations. 

Just think what a time of great rejoicing it will be 
as each new member of the God Family is born into 
the Kingdom of God during the Millennium! They 
will then join the ruling saints in preparing for the 
time when thousands of millions will be resur
rected and taught the way of salvation after the 
thousand years. 

The Rest Called After the Millennium 

All who live during the Millennium will have 
their chance to participate in the salvation process. 
They will have their opportunity to grow spiri
tually toward spiritual birth into the God Family. 
But what about those who have already died with
out having understood God's truth? 

1. Did Paul clearly understand that the people 
of Israel, and mankind in general, were spiritually 
blinded? Rom. 10:16, 18-21. Although these Israel
ites heard the Gospel, they did not obey it. Was 
this because God had purposely allowed their 
blindness? Rom. 11:8, 25, 32. Yet, did Paul know 
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that they would have a future opportunity to 
receive salvation? Verse 26. 

COMMENT: When Paul said "all Israel shall be 
saved," he meant ALL Israel, including those of his 
day. But when will they be given their opportunity 
to come to the spiritual knowledge of salvation? 

2. Does the prophet Ezekiel describe a resur
rection of dead Israelites back to mortal life? Ezek. 
37:11-13. Is this clearly a resurrection to physical 
life~do the bodies have flesh, skin and bones, and 
require air to live? Verses 5-9. 

3. Will God also give His Spirit to these millions 
of people? Verse 14. Will the Gentiles also be res
urrected and return to their "former estate"? Ezek. 
16:55. 

COMMENT: Israel is a type of all nations. Ezekiel's 
prophecies describe a time when both Israelites 
and Gentiles who died in spiritual ignorance will be 
given an opportunity to receive salvation. 

All the inhabitants of Sodom died centuries 
before Ezekiel wrote this (Gen. 19:24-25). God can 
"bring back their captives" (RA V translation of 
Ezek. 16:53) or "restore their fortunes" (Moffatt, 
RSV and NIV) only by resurrecting them! All 
unconverted Israelites will be resurrected at the 
same time as those Gentiles, and all will be given 
their first opportunity for salvation! (Verse 62.) 
The prophet Ezekiel does not explain when this 
resurrection occurs, but Christ did reveal it in His 
revelation to the Apostle John. 

4. Does God want to eventually call and save 
everyone? II Pet. 3:9; I Tim. 2:4. Is everyone saved 
at the same time, or is there a definite time order or 
sequence? I Cor. 15:22-24. 

COMMENT: Even as all men die, the same all will 
be made alive (verse 22). Everyone who has ever 
lived and died will be resurrected~first Christ was 
resurrected, then later the saints who lived and 
died before Christ's Second Coming will be resur
rected. But what about the vast majority who never 
were Christ's? Verse 24 includes them all in "the 
end"~when Christ completes His job of conquer
ing every enemy (verse 25). That happens after the 
Millennium (Rev. 20:7-10). 

Those who have not heard or understood the 
truth have not been consigned to eternal death. 
They have not sinned willfully. They never had 
a chance! Even if some have lived up to the best 
they knew while alive, the Bible teaches only 
one way to salvation~through belief in Christ 
(Acts 4:12) and spiritual conversion as defined in 
the Bible. 

Most of our loved ones who have died "unsaved" 
in all probability did not die lost. They most likely 
were not called during this age, but their call is 
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coming later. They shall be resurrected to mortal 
life and given spiritual understanding and the 
opportunity to become members of God's Family. 
Revelation 20 tells us when this great resurrection 
will occur. 

5. Does the Bible speak of a "first" resurrection, 
thus implying that there are other resurrections? 
Rev. 20:5, last part. When is the second resur
rection? Same verse, first part. 

COMMENT: The first part of verse 5 is actually a 
parenthetical comment. The verse should read: 
"(But the rest of the dead lived not again until the 
thousand years were finished.) This is the first 
resurrection. " 

The sentence, "This is the first resurrection," 
refers to the spiritual resurrection of the firstfruits 
of God's plan, which occurs at Christ's return, just 
before the 1,000-year period begins (verses 4, 6). 

But notice further the first sentence in verse 5: "But 
the rest of the dead [those who never had an opportu
nity to understand God's truth] lived not again 
[would not come up in a resurrection] until the thou
sand years were finished." This resurrection, which 
occurs after the 1,000 years, is the second resur
rection. It is a resurrection to mortal life! 

6. How is the second resurrection further elab
orated on? Verses 11-13. How will these people be 
"judged"? Verse 12. 

COMMENT: The dead who stand before God 
couldn't include true Christians today, because 
they will appear before Christ and receive their 
rewards at the first resurrection when He returns. 
It couldn't refer to those converted during the Mil
lennium, because they will have already inherited 
the Kingdom during the thousand years, after liv
ing a normal life span. 

Those in this second resurrection are those who 
died in spiritual ignorance in past ages. Their time 
of salvation occurs after the second resurrection! 

The Greek word translated "books" in verse 12 is 
biblia. It is from this word that the English word 
"bible" is derived. The books that are opened are 
the books of the Bible! They will be opened to the 
understanding of the multiple thousands of mil
lions of people who had not been able to know and 
understand God's purpose and plan for them dur
ing their previous lifetime, never having been 
called by the Father and given His Spirit of under
standing. 

Some, assuming that "judgment" means only the 
pronouncing of a sentence based on past behavior, 
have thought that these people, even if they 
repented, could do nothing to alter their fate. 
Thankfully, God is merciful, always willing to for
give upon true repentance. 
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In this period of judgment, not only is the Bible 
opened to their understanding, but the Book of 
Life is also opened. These people are given an 
opportunity to receive eternal life! God, in perfect 
fairness, will give them the same opportunity for 
salvation He now gives to those He calls in this age. 
However, they will not be subject to Satan's 
influence as we are today, because Satan will have 
been finally sent to his punishment (Rev. 20:10). 

Let's be sure we understand the meaning of 
God's judgment referred to in Revelation 20:12. 

7. Are true Christians today already being 
judged by God? I Pet. 4:17. Is this judgment for the 
purpose that they might avoid condemnation? 
I Cor. 11:32. 

COMMENT: God judges His Spirit-begotten chil
dren by evaluating how well they live by His writ
ten Word. Their rewards in God's Kingdom, as we 
learned in Lesson 20, will depend on their charac
ter development during their mortal life. 

Those resurrected after the Millennium will be 
judged the same way. They, like Spirit-begotten 
Christians today, will be given enough time to 
prove they are willing to live God's way through a 
life of overcoming and obedience to God. 

With God's Spirit freely available, and freed 
from Satan's spiritual influences, they will be given 
their first and only opportunity for salvation 
through repentance, baptism, and growing in godly 
character during a second mortal life. 

Those who continue to live God's way of life will 
be changed from mortality to immortality at the 
end of this period of judgment. 

Vast Majority to Be Born of God! 

Imagine, if you can, the astonishment of those 
resurrected at the beginning of the period just 
described. Each one will be in his first moment of 
consciousness since death. At first, some may think 
they are in "heaven," "hell," or "purgatory." Most 
will simply be confused-bewildered. 

Nothing that many had been taught about an 
afterlife will turn out to be true. Faced with unde
niable evidence that their old teachings and ways 
were false, they will be more willing to admit this, 
start over and be taught the truth. Untold millions 
who never had any religious teaching whatsoever 
will start learning from scratch. 

Who will teach these untold thousands of mil
lions? Millions of teachers who will have been born 
into God's Family in the first resurrection and 
during the Millennium. 

Those resurrected back to mortal life will then 
undergo a process of conversion similar to that of 
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QUEEN OF SHEBA-Pictured here approaching 
King Solomon, the Queen of the South will have her 
opportunity for salvation after the Millennium. 

Spirit-begotten Christians today. They will be 
taught God's Law, and will learn they are guilty of 
sin and deserving of the death penalty for all eter
nity as a result of their sins. They will learn of 
God's mercy, and that Christ paid the penalty for 
them, if they will accept His payment. The vast 
majority will undoubtedly repent. 

Upon repentance and faith in Christ as their 
personal Savior, they will be forgiven and God 's 
Spirit will be given to them. Then they, as Spirit
begotten children of God, can begin growing spiri
tually- developing God's holy, righteous and per
fect character within them. 

For many, unlearning all the falsehoods learned 
in their first life and learning God's true ways will 
take time. And building character will take time, 
because character can be developed only through 
time and experience. 

1. How long will their period of judgment last? 
Isa. 65:20. 

COMMENT: This verse in Isaiah apparently refers 
to this judgment period , suggesting that those res
urrected then will live for 100 years, no matter how 
old they were when they died . 

God is great, merciful, loving, not willing that 
any should perish. He wants all to come to the 
knowledge of the truth and to true repentance. But 
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He knows it is best that most people come to 
understand His truth in a better world than this 
present evil world. That is why they will be raised 
up in the second resurrection-a resurrection into 
a world free of Satan's deceptions, and lovingly 
ruled by the God Family. 

They will be able to compare the results of 6,000 
years of Satan's "get" way with the 1,000 years of 
God's "give" way under Christ. With 7,000 years of 
humanity now history, these mortals will face up to 
what their previous experience in sin really proved. 
The vast majority will choose God's way. 

2. How did Jesus refer to this special "day" or 
period of judgment for people who have yet to hear 
and understand the wonderful message of salva
tion? Matt. 11:20-24; 12:41-42. 

COMMENT: Christ mentioned the people of Tyre 
and Sidon, Sodom, Nineveh in Jonah 's time and 
fina lly the Queen of the South. All of these exam
ples of people who lived in different generations 
are compared to the citizens living in the cities and 
towns of Jesus' day, the vast majority of whom did 
not understand or believe Christ's message. Jesus 
tells us that they are all to be resurrected with the 
generation that lived during His time! 

Jesus gave enough examples of people living at 
widespread times to prove that most of humanity 
will be alive at the same time on this earth. There 
will be pre-Flood men and women, all 12 tribes of 
Israel, those who lived during the Middle Ages and 
the vast majority living now. Even babies and chil
dren who died untimely deaths will be resurrected 
then. They will all rise in the second resurrection 
because they had not been called by God during 
their first lifetime. 

This group includes all people of all times except 
those who will have already been born of God, and 
those relatively few individuals who already had their 
opportunity to receive eternal li fe, but deliberately 
rejected it, having sinned willfully. Those few will be 
resurrected in the third and final resurrection to be 
cast into the lake of fire (Rev. 20:14-15) . 

The ancient peoples Jesus mentioned in Mat
thew 11 and 12 would have repented if He had 
personally come to t hem in their day. And they will 
repent and receive the Holy Spirit when resur
rected into a world that has been personally ruled 
by Jesus Christ for 1,000 years! 

Your Bible shows that the vast majority of those 
who have ever lived will finally be born into God's 
Family at the end of their coming period of judg
ment. God's master plan of salvation for mankind 
will then be complete. 

How wonderful and reassuring is the truth of our 
all-wise, loving and merciful Creator God! 
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Supplementary Reading 
for all our 
Students 

Send for your 
free subscription to 
the GOOD NEWS 

The GOOD NEWS is a unique magazine! 
Published without cost or obligation to you, 
it is a full-color, top quality, superbly 
written monthly publication for those who 
seek true understanding of God's Word. 
You'll read articles about God's glorious 
purpose for mankind, on Christian living, 
prophecy and much more. No vague 
theories are expounded- only the inspiring 
TRUTH of the Bible! How about some 
"good news" for a change? 

Use the convenient coupon 
and envelope in this lesson 
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ADDITIONAL READING 
FOR THIS LESSON 

The above literature is related to the 
subject of this lesson and is highly 

recommended reading. Use the enclosed 
coupon and envelope to request 

your free copies. 
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